
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INFORMATION! 

Schuylkill Mission District Assembly 

Sunday, September 20, 2:00 PM via Zoom 

 

The time for the district and synod assemblies is drawing near.  Please review and respond to the 

following information as needed, as soon as possible: 

 The Schuylkill Mission District assembly (Sunday, September 20, at 2:00) will be held 

through Zoom.  If you have not already done so, please send me 

(pastorrowe@jerusalemlutheran.com) the email addresses for rostered leaders and lay 

members for the district assembly.  I will soon send reports, and then the Zoom invitation to 

those addresses shortly before the meeting.  ALSO, since there will another district Zoom 

meeting for a caucus during the synod assembly (Saturday, October 24, at 9:30 AM), if there 

will be different lay members to the synod assembly than the district assembly, please note 

that, and give me their addresses as well. 

 Pastor Ken Melber (Zion Red Church) will be our “help desk” for the district assembly.  If 

you have trouble signing on, or if other issues or software questions crop up during the 

district meeting, please call him at 484-629-2812. 

 The district meeting will be an opportunity to have a “dry run” for the synod assembly.  If 

you or your lay members do not have internet, devices, or familiarity with Zoom or 

computers, please buddy-up with people or churches that do!  Congregations may even 

consider a socially-distanced watch party at a single location and email address, if pandemic 

guidelines and individual vulnerabilities can be adequately addressed. 

 Please submit reports of agenda items to me no later than this Thursday.  The agenda is not 

yet finalized, but here are several special items of business, conversation, and discernment: 

 Mr. Ed Cool, one of the assembly planners, will be have time on our agenda to prepare us 

for the larger virtual synod assembly. 

 We will need to re-elect or elect the district secretary. 

 Taking into account the results of the three synod-wide listening posts conducted before 

the pandemic (see addition attachments to this email), we will be preparing, discussing, 

and submitting several questions to the assembly planning team.  These will be sifted and 

combined with those of the other eight synodical districts, to distill a few final questions 

that will be asked of the seven candidates for bishop who will emerge after the second 

round of the ecclesiastical ballot.  We as a district will discuss the candidate’s responses 

to these questions during the Saturday district caucus on October 24.  The district council 

has drafted three questions for us to discuss at our district assembly, to possibly then 

forward them with any other questions that the district assembly might propose. 

 Remember that you must register for the Synod Assembly by October 1 – this is a firm 

deadline.  The cost is $99 to register through the NEPa Synod website.  If the assembly cost 

has deterred congregations from participating in the past, this virtual assembly will be much 

cheaper because there will be no room, board, or travel! 
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